
Page 1 of 6 
 

WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting – City Hall 

6:30 p.m. – June 1, 2026 
 

1. Call to order by Mayor Carolyn Pinnick at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call. 
Present:  Amy Anderson, Council Member  
  Carolyn Pinnick, Mayor  
  Mary Ann Crome, Council Member  

 Bryan Loberg, Council Member  
  Allison Kern, Council Member     
Absent:   
Staff Present: Carl Chalfant, City Administrator  
  Denise Powell, City Clerk  
Others: Cynthia Scheer, Washington County News 
  Jason Crome, Washington 
       

3. Approval of Agenda. 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented by Anderson and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

4. Citizens Comments.   
None.  
 

5. Minutes. 
Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of May 6, 2026, by M. Crome and seconded by Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

6. Appropriations Ordinance 2026-06. 
Motion to approve appropriations ordinance 2026-06 by Anderson and seconded by M. Crome. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

7. Mayoral Appointments. 
Motion to approve the resignation of Brenda Nelson from the Library Board effective May 13, 2026, by 
Anderson and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 
Motion to approve Mayor Carolyn Pinnick’s appointment of Jill Keesecker to the Library Board to fill the 
unexpired term of Brenda Nelson through April 30, 2030, by M. Crome and seconded by Loberg. 
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Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 
Motion to appoint Jason Crome as Council Member to fill the unexpired term of Carolyn Pinnick through 
January of 2030, by Anderson and seconded by M. Crome. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

8. Loyalty Oath. Newly appointed Council Member Jason Crome took the oath of office. 
 

9. 100 D Street. 
Motion to deed 100 B Street to Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, for use by the Ministerial 
Alliance by M. Crome and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

10. ESB Roof Bids. 
Motion to accept the bid from McGee Roofing in the amount of $83,500.00 for the replacement of Emergency 
Services Building roof to be paid 1/3 out of the ambulance fund and 2/3 out of the fire fund by Loberg and 
seconded by Anderson. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

11. Distribution Upgrade Bids. 
Motion to accept the bid from Great Plains Power in the amount of $78,525.00 for Electric Distribution Line 
Upgrade to be paid out of the electric distribution fund with the city providing materials by Loberg and 
seconded by M. Crome. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

12. East 2nd Street Pay Request. 
Motion to approve and authorize the mayor to sign the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 9 of the 
East 2nd Street Rehab/Reconstruct project from Inline Construction in the amount of $266,151.09 with 
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KDOT’s share $196,951.81 and the city’s share $69,199.28 upon KDOT approval by M. Crome and seconded 
by Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

13. Washington County Saddle Club Request. 
Motion to approve the Loudspeaker/Sound Amplifier Permit for the Washington County Saddle Club on June 12 and 
13, 2026, for a DJ from 9 p.m. to Midnight by the arena by M. Crome and seconded by Anderson. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 
Motion to approve the Cereal Malt Beverage Special Event Permit for Larry Lovgren from 3 p.m. to midnight, 
Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13, 2026, at the Washington Fairgrounds arena and horse stalls upon 
approval of State of Kansas ABC by M. Crome and seconded by Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

14. City Administrator Repot. 
a) Code Violations. Staff worked on code violations.  A list of code violation notices is enclosed.   

 
b) Asbestos Inspection. The proposal from Associated Insulation, Inc., for the asbestos inspection at 321 W 5th 

Street is $2,210 was signed on May 21, 2026.  
 

c) Pool. Due to cheerleading camp, the pool will have adjusted hours on June 18-20, open from 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Five of the eight employees are cheerleaders.  

 
d) E. 2nd St. Project.  Construction meeting update was held May 1, 2026, at City Hall.  Present were Ben 

Ward, CES Group; Carl Chalfant, City Administrator; Denise Powell, City Clerk; and Brice Backus and 
Dalton Roever, Inline Construction and Clint Fredericks, CES. 

 
Curb was poured on the north side of the final stage of the project. Plans are to pour the roadway next 
Friday. Roever stated they need a riser for the meter pit and water valve. The city will provide the material 
for the extensions. Discussed water coming off the hospital roof drains and the way it entered the curb. Also 
discussed trees and sidewalk in front of 312 & 316 East 2nd Street and how to dress the property due to the 
slope.  

  
e) Building Permits Required.  Planning and Zoning has been discussed numerous times and is a big 

undertaking. However, the city does need to consider drafting an ordinance requiring a building permit 
for any structures to be built within the city limits. It was recently discovered that a building built several 
years ago was constructed upon a utility easement, which is going to present a costly issue if plans for an 
addition are carried out. If there had been a permit process in place, this would have been caught by staff 
prior to construction. The process would allow the city to make sure no construction would be on an 
easement or encroach street right-of-way.  
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Mayor Pinnick asked about fences also. Consensus of the Council was to work with the city attorney in 
implementing permits for all construction including fences. 

 
f) Vehicles needing replaced.  Staff has received one estimate for the repair of the electric distribution pickup 

and at this time waiting to receive a second estimate. 
 
g) T-Mobile Grant. Staff was notified today that the city did not receive the grant for bathroom/concession 

stand improvements. The grant was submitted on behalf of the Washington Ball Association.  
 

15. City Clerk’s Report. 
a) Budget. Discussed preparation for the 2027 Budget. The county clerk must provide the city the estimated 

assessed valuation and revenue neutral rate to the city by June 15. The information will be sent to the 
accountant to prepare the 2027 estimated budget and staff will begin preparing a draft of the budget. The 
city must notify the county clerk of intent to exceed the revenue neutral by July 20th. County Clerk will 
notify tax payers via mail/email of all taxing subdivisions exceeding RNR 10 days prior to first hearing in 
the county. If the city chooses not to exceed the RNR the city must hold a budget hearing by September 
20th. Publication of hearing must be done 10 days prior to budget hearing. The County Clerk must receive 
a certified budget no later than 5 p.m. October 1st. If the city chooses to exceed the RNR, the city must 
notify the county clerk no later than July 20th of intent to levy above the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR); hold 
a RNR hearing prior to or in conjunction with the budget hearing between Aug. 20th and Sept. 20th; place 
publication of the hearing in the newspaper and on the city’s website 10 days prior to the RNR hearing and 
budget hearing; pass a resolution to exceed the RNR prior to adopting budget, record roll call and record 
vote of each governing body member, and adopt budget after resolution passed. Governing body certifies 
the budget to the county clerk no later than 5 p.m. Oct. 1st.  

 
b) Fourth of July Parade. Council was reminded about the 250th year of America parade for the 4th of July. 

The parade is at 9:30 a.m. at city park and they were asked to meet at the city shop by 9 a.m. A copy of 
activities was given to the council for the July 3rd & 4th celebration. 

 
c) Reports. 

Fire minutes for May and library minutes for April and May were given to the council for review. 
 

d) Tree Ordinance.  Consensus of the council is to update the city’s tree ordinance by deleting specific trees 
listed in the city’s current ordinance to trees on the latest list as recommended for the city’s region by the 
Kansas Forestry Service.  
 

16. Reports. 
Kern. 
a) Ambulance meeting. Kern gave an update from the meeting with Linn over their ambulance service going 

under Washington’s license. Linn requested to see a sample schedule if Hanover, Linn and Washington all 
operated under one license and Fulltime EMT Caroline Scoville drafted and sent. Council Member Mary 
Ann Crome asked if the city council needed to go visit with the commissioners to asks questions. Council 
Member Amy Anderson stated “the commissioners need to come to us if they want to operate under our 
license.” Council Member Kern said Linn wants answers too. They want to know if the commissioners 
intend to follow through with a countywide service. M. Crome said she doesn’t feel Washington City needs 
to be the holder of the license and it should be Washington County. 
 
There is concern amongst the council that if Linn ambulance goes under Washington’s license the 
commissioners will not proceed with countywide service. Council Members Anderson and M. Crome both 
said the city doesn’t need to hold the license for all services and asked why the burden should fall on the 
City of Washington. 
 
Council Member Bryan Loberg said he would like to see an ambulance in each city. 
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M. Crome. 
a) Code Violation. M. Crome asked if the code violation in the 300 block of East 1st Street was resolved. 

City Administrator Chalfant stated the city mowed the property. 
 
Loberg. 
a) Potholes. Council Member Loberg asked about a pothole at 5th and F Street that has blown out. City 

Administrator Chalfant will check it out. 
 

Pinnick. 
a) Storm. Mayor Pinnick asked why it took so long for power to be restored May 16th. City Administrator 

Chalfant said he didn’t know as he was out of town. 
 

b) Code Violations. Mayor Pinnick asked council members to drive around town and inspect properties for 
code violations and bring a list to the July council meeting. 

 
c) Limb Pickup. “Did the City pickup limbs after the last storm,” asked Mayor Pinnick.  “No, we didn’t,” 

Chalfant said. “We only took care of what was moved off the streets”. Pinnick stated the city has a tree 
dump in town that may be utilized by city residents. 
 

17. Executive Session. 
Motion to recess into executive session to review and discuss employee job performance and 
ambulance personnel under the exception of nonelected personnel to include the Mayor, Council and 
City Administrator to resume in the Council chambers at 8:05 p.m. by Anderson and seconded by 
Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

Motion to recess into executive session to review and to discuss employee job performance and 
ambulance personnel of nonelected personnel to include the Mayor, Council and City Administrator 
to resume in the Council chambers at 8:15 p.m. by Anderson and seconded by Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

Motion to give a wage increase in the amount of $1.00 effective May 23, 2026, to Lineman #2 to be paid 
out of water, sewer & street by M. Crome and seconded by Loberg. 

Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
 

 
Motion to adjourn by M. Crome and seconded by Anderson. 
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Vote:   Ayes: Amy Anderson  
Jason Crome 

  Mary Ann Crome 
  Allison Kern   

Bryan Loberg 
    

Adjourned at 8:18 p.m.  
 

______________________________  
Denise M. Powell, City Clerk 

 

 


