WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting — City Hall
6:30 p.m. — August 3, 2026

Call to order by Mayor Carolyn Pinnick at 6:30 p.m.

2. Roll Call.

Present: Amy Anderson, Council Member
Carolyn Pinnick, Mayor
Mary Ann Crome, Council Member
Bryan Loberg, Council Member
Allison Kern, Council Member
Jason Crome, Council Member

Absent:
Staff Present: Carl Chalfant, City Administrator
Denise Powell, City Clerk
Others: Don McClellan, Washington
Approval of Agenda.

Motion to approve the agenda as amended to add ambulance personnel; repair to 2014 John Deere skid loader and
asbestos remediation at 321 W 5™ Street by Anderson and seconded by M. Crome.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome

Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Citizens Comments.

None.

Minutes.

Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of July 6, 2026, and adjourned meeting minutes of July 27,
2026, by M. Crome and seconded by Loberg.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Appropriations Ordinance 2026-08.
Motion to approve appropriations ordinance 2026-08 by M. Crome and seconded by Kern.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Don McClellan Request.

Don McClellan, Washington, visited with the council about pet registration. McClellan would like to see pet
registration per animal increased from $5 to $30 with some funds going to the dog park; the dog park expanded;
and agility obstacles, trees and water added to the dog park. City Administrator Chalfant stated the registration
fee is minimal to cover paperwork and tags and with purpose to verify animals receive their rabies vaccine.
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8. Ordinance 831 — Tree Ordinance.
Motion to adopt Ordinance 831, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIV; ARTICLE 6, CITY TREE
BOARD, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, KANSAS, REGARDING STREET TREE AND
PARK TREE SPECIES TO BE PLANTED AND SPACING OF THE SAME WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF
THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, KANSAS, as presented by Loberg and seconded by M. Crome.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg
9. Tree City USA.
Motion to become a 2026 Tree City USA member, a national program sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation by
M. Crome and seconded by Loberg.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Tree City USA is a nationwide program sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation that celebrates towns and cities
committed to managing and expanding their urban canopy. It provides the foundation framework for communities to
plant, protect and maintain their local trees. Requirements include having a designated tree board or department; a
community tree ordinance; budget of $2 per capita annually on community forestry efforts which may include in kind
labor for trimming/planting tree, maintaining the tree dump, watering trees and providing maintenance of equipment;
observance of an Arbor Day celebration; and signing of a proclamation. Blaine Stroble, Northeast District Community
Forester, strongly encouraged participation. The city received a $70,000 grant from the Kansas Forest Service to
remove, trim and plant new trees.

10. Morgan Tiemeyer Request.
Motion to approve the street use permit request from Morgan Tiemeyer as presented by Kern and seconded by
Loberg.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

11. East 2" Street Project.
Motion to approve and authorize the mayor to sign the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 10 of the East 2™
Street Rehab/Reconstruct project from Inline Construction in the amount of $72,485.30 with KDOT’s share
$53,639.12 and the city’s share of $18,846.18 upon KDOT approval by J. Crome and seconded by M. Crome.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson

Jason Crome

Mary Ann Crome

Allison Kern

Bryan Loberg

Motion to approve Change Order #2 Attachment A, Explanation of Underrun Items & Change Order #2
Attachment B, Explanation of Plan Quantity Differences by J. Crome and seconded by Loberg.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

City Administrator Carl Chalfant stated on July 30, 2026, it was reported that a crack has developed in the new
curb in the 300 block of East 2" Street in front of medical clinic where the sidewalk crosses from the hospital
to the clinic. Upon inspection it was found an approximate 8’ stretch of curb failed and the cause was not from
outside forces. Chalfant met with Clint Frederichs, CES Group, Marysville, and Jeff Blumer, Inline
Construction and found that the lack of an expansion joint caused the failure. The existing curb will be removed
and a new curb poured.

Library Board Resignation.
Motion to accept the resignation of Claire Lahodny from the Washington Public Library Board effective July 13,
2026, by Loberg and seconded by Kern.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson

Jason Crome

Mary Ann Crome

Allison Kern

Bryan Loberg

Code Violations.
Each council member provided lists of code violations they would like to see staff address at the July meeting.
Staff compiled the lists and will begin the process of addressing the violations.

Ambulance Personnel.
Motion to hire Kelly Otott as EMT by M. Crome and seconded by Kern.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Asbestos Remediation.
Motion to approve the estimate from Associated Insulation, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $5,475 for
asbestos window glazing remediation at 321 West 5™ Street, Washington, KS, by M. Crome and seconded by
Loberg.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson

Jason Crome

Mary Ann Crome

Allison Kern

Bryan Loberg

2014 JD 326E Skid Loader Repair Estimate.
Motion to approve the estimate from Lee’s Repair at a cost not to exceed $8,043.50 to repair a hydraulic leak on the
2014 JD 326E Skid Loader (#704) by Loberg and seconded by J. Crome.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson

Jason Crome

Mary Ann Crome

Allison Kern

Bryan Loberg
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17. City Administrator Report.

18.

19.

a) Playground Project. The project contracts have been signed and the notice to proceed issued. Demo and
construction are anticipated to start this fall and last three to four weeks, with a completion deadline of
December 1.

b) Clifton Substation. Staff received information from Sunflower Electric Power Corporation regarding a
large project in the county to install three new, highly efficient natural gas turbine generators.

¢) Asbestos Inspection. Josh Erb, Associated Insulation, Inc., inspected the property at 321 West 5™ Street
July 21, 2026. The determination paperwork has been received, and a copy is enclosed. There were positive
test results. Staff is waiting on an estimate for abatement, remediation and removal.

d) Building Permits Required. Staff has been reviewing the city’s current building code. Staff will educate
and enforce code and will require building permit. City Clerk Powell has been reaching out to area towns
for information on their codes for consideration.

e) Street Sweeper. Staff is going to seek availability and estimated cost for replacement of 2005 Johnston
Street Sweeper with a newer used model with at least a 60-day warranty. The Johnston unit has become
very expensive to operate, and we only get about 10 hours of operation out of it before spending 8 to 10
hours repairing it. Rough estimate of cost without research approximately $80,000. Council suggested to
explore renting a street sweeper a couple times a year.

f) Shade Shelter. Mike Kongs, Rotary Club member, inquired about installing electricity to the new shade
structure north of the pickleball courts for LED lighting. The city will run wire from the pole to the building
and Rotary will purchase the lights and do the electric work.

g) Streets. Staff has been working diligently on street patching. The plan is to start some overlaying of F Street
running north of West 2™ Street and the 200 and 300 block of East 4™ Street once they have completed the
patching of East 5% Street. Then staff will come back and start working on 4™ Street from F Street running
east to B Street.

City Clerk’s Report

a) Trees. The Tree Board is moving forward seeking bids for 27 of the 36 trees that must be planted around
the city’s park. The board will make a recommendation to hire a contractor at the September meeting.

b) Fire Minutes. Fire minutes for July 13" was given to the council for review.

Reports.

J. Crome.

a) ESB. Inquired about the emergency services building roof replacement.

b) Grass Dump. Reported grass is being dumped on the road by the grass dump and is almost in Sharon Werners
yard. Chalfant said it is a yearly problem and staff will address it.

Kern.

a) Ambulance. Caroline Scoville and Leland Cook would like to have a special meeting on their ambulance
proposal. After much discussion the council asked City Clerk Powell to call a special meeting with the
Washington County Commissioners to discuss the countywide ambulance service at 6 p.m. Monday, Aug.
24, 2026, at City Hall.

M. Crome.
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a) September Meeting. M. Crome asked if the September meeting could be at the usual time and place on
Monday, Sept. 7. Due to it being a holiday it would normally fall on the Tuesday following. The consensus
of the council was to meet on Monday, Sept. 7.

Loberg.

a) Truck. Loberg asked if a second quote was received on the electric pickup and should the city replace it or
fix it? He also suggested looking for a used truck on auction sites. Chalfant said staff is usually able to
purchase low mileage vehicles from Federal Surplus. Chalfant will ask electric staff to obtain the second
quote.

Pinnick.
a) Water Hydrants. Inquired about water hydrants in the park.

b) Chlorine Room. Mayor Pinnick asked about the addition of the chlorine room at the water plant. Pinnick
asked staff to move forward with the project to meet state mandates.

Motion to adjourn to 6 p.m. September 7, 2026, to replace the regularly scheduled September meeting by M.
Crome and second by Loberg.
Vote: Ayes: Amy Anderson
Jason Crome
Mary Ann Crome
Allison Kern
Bryan Loberg

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

Denise M. Powell, City Clerk
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