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ORDINANCE NO. 819 

AN ORDINANCE, granting to Kansas Gas Service, a Division of ONE Gas, Inc., and its 
successors and assigns, a natural gas franchise, prescribing the terms thereof and relating thereto, 
providing definitions of terms, prescribing a franchise fee, providing terms and conditions for the 
use of public rights-of-way, requiring advance notice of work and duty to repair, providing for 
indemnification and a hold harmless agreement, providing for rules and regulations, prescribing 
insurance requirements, reserving certain rights, providing for revocation and termination, 
providing for an acceptance of the terms of the franchise, providing for a reopener, providing for 
notice of annexations, prescribing relevant governing law, providing for transfer and assignment 
of the franchise, providing for points of contact and notifications, providing for an agreement to 
renegotiate, and repealing all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with 
the terms hereof. 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 
KANSAS: 

SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS. 

For purposes of this Franchise Ordinance the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings given herein.  When not inconsistent within the context, words used in the present tense 
include the future tense and words in the single number include the plural number.  The word 
“shall” is always mandatory, and not merely directory.  

 “City” shall mean the City of Washington, Kansas, and, where appropriate by the context, 
each of its departments, divisions and component units, including public trusts or authorities of 
which the City is a beneficiary. 

“Company” shall mean Kansas Gas Service, a Division of ONE Gas, Inc. 

“Consumer” shall mean any Entity located within the municipal corporate limits of the 
City and serviced by the Company through any use of the Public Ways.   

“Distribution” or “Distributed” shall mean all sales, distribution, or transportation of 
natural gas to any Sales Consumer or Transportation Consumer for use within the City by the 
Company or by others through the Distribution Facilities of Company in a Public Way.  

“Distribution System” or “Distribution Facilities” shall mean a pipeline or system of 
pipelines, including without limitation, mains, pipes, boxes, reducing and regulating stations, 
laterals, conduits and services extensions, together with all necessary appurtenances thereto, or 
any part thereof located within any Public Way, for the purpose of Distribution or supplying natural 
gas for light, heat, power and all other purposes. 
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 “Effective Date” shall mean the date the Company files its written acceptance with the 
City following the final passage and approval of this Franchise Ordinance by the City, as set forth 
in Section 10 of this Franchise Ordinance.  

  “Entity” shall mean any individual person, governmental entity, business, corporation, 
partnership, firm, limited liability corporation, limited liability partnership, unincorporated 
association, joint venture trust, and any forms of business enterprise not specifically listed herein. 

“Facility” or “Facilities” refers to the Company’s Distribution System or Distribution 
Facilities. 

 “Franchise” shall mean the grant of authority, set forth in Section 2 of this Franchise 
Ordinance, by the City to the Company for the Distribution of natural gas to the inhabitants of the 
City and to operate a Distribution System or Distribution Facilities. 

 “Franchise Fee” shall refer to the charges as prescribed in Section 3 of this Franchise 
Ordinance. 

 “Franchise Ordinance” shall mean this Ordinance granting a natural gas Franchise to the 
Company. 

 “Gross Receipts” shall mean any and all compensation and other consideration derived 
directly by the Company from any Distribution of natural gas to Consumers within the City.  Such 
term shall not include revenue from certain miscellaneous charges and accounts including but not 
limited to: connection fees, disconnection and reconnection fees, temporary service charges, 
delayed or late payment charges, collection fees, bad debts, customer project contributions, meter 
test fees, revenues received by Company from Consumers as Franchise Fee reimbursement, and 
returned check charges. Additionally, Gross Receipts shall not include credit extended pursuant to 
the Cold Weather Rule (or substitute rule) of the Kansas Corporation Commission for natural gas 
sold within the corporate limits of the City, nor Volumetric Rate Fees collected by Company and 
remitted to City in accordance with Section 3 of this Franchise Ordinance. 

“MCF” shall mean a measurement of natural gas equal to one thousand cubic feet.  It is 
assumed for purposes of this Franchise Ordinance that one MCF equals one million British 
Thermal Units. 

“Public Improvements” means any public facilities, buildings, or capital improvements, 
including, without limitation, streets, alleys, sidewalks, sewer, water, drainage, right-of-way 
improvements, and other Public Projects. 

“Public Project” means any project planned or undertaken and financed by the City or 
any governmental entity for construction, reconstruction, maintenance, or repair of public facilities 
or improvements, or any other purpose of a public nature paid for with public funds. 

“Public Way” or “Public Ways” shall mean the area on, below or above the present and 
future public streets, avenues, alleys, bridges, boulevards, roads, highways, parks, parking places 


